Summer Reading Assignment – English III AP
Brother, I’m Dying

The definition of a memoir, according to A Handbook to Literature by Harmon and Holman, is “a form of autobiographical writing dealing usually with the recollection of one who has been a part of or has witnessed significant events.” If Danticat had merely wanted to write about her life, she could have saved this story for her personal journal, so there must be a reason why she wanted to publish it (and it is not just to make money). Write a well-crafted essay of 750-1000 words that offers a theory on the purpose of this memoir. What is the overall message that Danticat wants to convey? Give three specific examples from the book that support your theory, and use at least three (3) smoothly integrated quotations with proper MLA citations.

Summer Reading Assignment – English III AP
[bookmark: _GoBack]In Cold Blood

Truman Capote’s In Cold Blood depicts a horrible crime, but at the same time, it provides a detailed glimpse into the lives of those involved. Capote has attempted to be objective in his recounting so that the reader can come up with an opinion not only on the perpetrators but also on the victims and community members. For this assignment, first pick three characters: one of the criminals, one of the victims (from the Clutter family), and one community member. Write three separate, informal entries (one for each character) of approximately 500 words each that tells us about the character. Write about the person’s good and bad qualities and the person’s motivations. Use details from the book to support your assessment, and use at least two (2) short quotations per person with proper MLA citations. In addition, make an illustration of each character. The illustration can be in pencil, pen, marker, or paint. It can be a close-up portrait or a full body view. It can be any size. Use details from the book as a basis for your illustration, and you can include objects in the illustration. Please do not depict scenes of graphic violence—you must draw the characters alive and well and not in the middle of any act of violence. Remember, this was a real crime, so be sensitive in your illustration.

